
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Friends of Pates Meeting 
Thursday 20th January 2026 

7 pm Bungalow 
Attending: Jinny Gupta (JG) Chair Fiona Crouch (FC) , Lucinda O’Gorman (LO) – Secretary, Vinod Chhillar 
(VC) Treasurer, Kate Franklin, Chloe Murphy (CM), Katie Endacott (KE), Beth Wycherley, Emma Cox (EC) 
 

1. Apologies – Nayana Mukherjee, Rachel Webb, Steini Sigurdsson, Emma Brazier (is Emma still on 
committee?) 
 
2. Welcome – all introduced 
Emma Cox new school employee introduced 
Photo taken to showcase on website 
 
3. Previous Minutes NOT approved – to be attached and approved, and seconded, by email. 
 
4. Matters Arising 

Update on Development Team (repeat from WhatsApp) 
 The Development Team has been reinstated at Pate’s. Primary function: fundraising and 

liaison. 
 Shirley Park in charge of liaising with Alumni and fundraising, works one day/week. 
 Emma Cox is our main point of contact.  
 

Development team – rebranded and regrouped and is consulting to grow partnerships and 
funding. Emma started this term and has great background in marketing, Shirley Park also 
started having worked at Pate’s previously and bringing fundraising background to the school. 
New website being developed and will rebrand Friends of Pate’s. 
 

Mission & Money (need update for Website): 
 Align on our mission (Jen/Shirley website) 
Our mission is simple: we’re here to build great relationships, host fun events, and raise the 
funds that provide the ‘extras’ our students need and deserve. We’d love for you to bring 
your unique talents and join our friendly network. After all, once you’re part of the Pate’s 
family, you’re a Friend for life! 
 



Mission is explained. Very accessible for all. All happy with above  
 Specifically, what projects/activities are we funding this year? (Jen/Shirley website). 
 Funds raised and allocations for previous years (Jen/Shirley website) 

 
Website needs us to explain what we have previously funded and then this year.  
Action: Emilie/Vinod & Fiona to confirm amounts and projects to Jinny and Steini. 
Discussed match funding against a school event and Pate’s Giving Day in late June/early July. 
Likely to be asked to fund sports. 
Action: Kate Franklin will bring a proposal to the FoP Committee for consideration. 
Discussed Spring Fair and PE department’s support on 14th March 2026.  
Action: Meg/Mitch/Luke to confirm what the PE department can do for the Spring Fair before 
FoP can then move forward with organising other elements.  
 
 
5. Finance Update not provided due to changeover of team. 
 
6. Uniform 
Open this weekend. 
Need to confirm following dates: 
Friday 6.2 2-4 
Sat 28.2 or sun 
Sat 14.3 
Action: Katie and Beth to find opportunities for volunteers to support with emptying uniform 
bins, sorting uniform and potentially being in the uniform shop during open days. 
 
7. School Requests and purchase update 
Discussed  
 
8. 100 Club  
Nov: 23 Yang Chen (to be queried due to payment) & 28 Myra Gillett confirmed   
Nov 105 Angela Yuen (backup if 23 not paid) 
 
Dec 45 Rosie Simmonds   
Dec 157 Brian Connolly (to be queried due to payment) 174 Pates (backup if 157 not paid) 
Action: Rachel to follow up with winners and arranging winnings. 
 
9. Events 
Action: Emma Cox to communicate a full calendar of events once settled in role 
Quiz night – KE taking the lead 7.2.26 
Spring Fair – FC will take the lead 14.3.26  
 
10. AOB – discussed under matters arising 
 
11. Date of next committee meeting set: 23.3.26 7-8pm 
 


